
The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, 2019 

This week we are celebrating the feast of St. Michael and all angels.  Which reminds me: Bill Gates 
dies and meets God at the Gates of Heaven.  God says: “Hi Bill, now in your life, you’ve had an 
equal amount of good and bad things, so I’m going to show you around Heaven and Hell and let 
you choose where you go.” Bill says ok and follows God into Heaven.  Now Heaven is the stuff 
you’ve heard of, clouds, angels, animals etc.  Then God takes Bill to Hell, where there was a beach, 
great surf, and a tropical landscape.  God takes him back to the gates and asks: “ Well, you’ve 
seen both Heaven and Hell, where do you want to go to?”  Bill replies: “Don’t take this personally, 
but Hell looks nicer.”  So he’s sent to Hell.  Months later, God comes down to visit Bill, who is 
chained up and being tormented by imps and Bill asks: “But where’s the beautiful beach?!”  God 
replies: “Oh, sorry, that was just our screensaver.” 
 
Indeed, when computers give us trouble we may feel like we are in hell.  We may even call upon 
an angel for help.  People have all sorts of ideas about angels and other kinds of heavenly beings.  
Many of these ideas come straight from scripture.  There is the story of Jesus being tempted by 
Satan for forty days in the desert and then the angels wait upon him.  Satan even quotes scripture, 
which mentions the angels keeping watch lest Jesus dash his foot against a stone.  Indeed there 
are over two hundred references to angels in Hebrew scripture and about sixty in Christian 
scripture.  And throughout history the Church has even wondered about angels so much that we 
call the idea angelology.  So if we were to believe in angels or call upon them in times of need, it 
would be nothing new and not entirely out of bounds. 
 
But there is no single view of what angels are nor how these heavenly beings have played a role 
in the lives of humans.  The term angels comes from the Greek angelos which means messengers.  
So we believe angels act as messengers.  Gabriel delivers a message to Mary.  In the gospels, after 
the resurrection, some say young men spoke with the women who visit the empty tomb and 
others use the term angel.  There are seraphim and cherubim.  There are famous angels like 
Gabriel and evil angels like Satan.  Each time we encounter an angel in scripture the story can 
paint a very different picture.  Then there is so much extra-canonical material which mentions 
angels and such that for anyone to delve into it, it would be quite the study.  But our readings for 
the occasion today ask us to wonder about one angel in particular, St. Michael, the archangel. 
 
St. John the Divine is the John who gives himself credit for writing Revelation.  So the cathedral 
in Manhattan is named after the author of the book in scripture, the letter which details a dream 
John has while praying on Sunday, the Lord’s day, as he lives in exile on an Island called Patmos.  
The dream is vivid, striking, and even quite frightening.  But it is a vision of a new creation which 
replaces the old world of strife and bitterness, war and poverty with one of peace and concord.  
And the one who makes this possible is the Lamb who is seated on the throne – Jesus Christ.  But, 
as the dream goes, there must first be a war in heaven and the one who leads the army into 
battle is the archangel Michael.  He is depicted in the statue in front of St. John the Divine in an 
area called the peace garden. 
 
Looking at the image we see a very strong man with a double edged sword which typically means 
truth in scripture.  He is cuddling all sorts of God’s creatures, in particular, giraffes which seem 
very small in comparison to the angel.  It seems as if a smiling sun is lifting him up into the 
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heavens.  And under his feet is a gruesome image of a beheaded Satan.  As we read in Revelation, 
Satan is defeated by Michael and the angels.  This incredible imagery is a way for us to wrap our 
heads around something that may be too big to fathom and yet is simultaneously a part of 
everyday life: what shall we do to overcome evil?  Clearly it must be eradicated and yet we seem 
unable to do it. 
 
Let me give you an example.  Are you aware that politicians and Christian religious leaders have 
belittled Gretta Thornburg for her passionate stance against the forces of climate change and for 
her speech she recently gave at the U.N.  Now, we have people who disagree with the notion of 
climate change.  Fair enough.  But how does an adult belittle a 16 year old publicly for speaking 
at the United Nations?  How does an adult belittle a 16 year old for taking a courageous stance 
for the preservation of the world so that her generation can enjoy it and, she would argue along  
with most of the scientific community, be alive to experience it?  This is a good example of evil 
fighting good.  This is a real life battle played out before our eyes that we also see depicted in 
wonderful dream imagery in Revelation.  This is the battle of good against evil – evil which will 
never stop until it is defeated. 
 
Now I mentioned how gruesome the death of Satan has been depicted.  Indeed to defeat evil 
there will have to be some incredible measures taken.  Mary, the mother of Jesus was young 
when she said yes to God and to the pain of watching her son die before her very eyes.  Just as 
Gretta Thornburg is young and must withstand the daily anxiety of being in the public eye and all 
the attacks thrown at her.  Whatever is necessary, this is a war that has to be won and make no 
mistake, it is a war. 
 
What kind of a war and how can it be won?  This is a spiritual war that is played out in real actions: 
unjust wars, unfair taxation, law writing and law breaking, manipulating the public perception 
through the media, hiding the truth, stealing, cheating, and much more.  It’s done on a small scale 
and a grand scale every day and all day long.  This is Satan.  This is the dragon.  The way to combat 
this is also done on a small and a grand scale every day.  When we are patient and kind in our 
everyday lives, when we choose to do the right thing even if it is difficult, when we have a 
disciplined, spiritual practice which helps us remember our Creator, these are the small, personal 
things that combat evil.  Then there are the larger things like advocating for the poor and the 
oppressed even if it means taking time to march or put ourselves in harm’s way, holding our 
leaders to account, fighting for just causes, and shaping the conversation so that all people appeal 
to their higher nature instead of their greed or personal gratification only.  In these things we 
become the archangel Michael with sword in hand ready to crush Satan by hugging a giraffe. 
 
Rather than saying: saints and angels save us, we should say: inspire us.  Wouldn’t it be better if 
a statue like the one in front of St. John the Divine were set for each of us for the heroic ways we 
have shown love in our patience and kindness, in our commitment and courage – for the heroic 
times we each have slain Satan?  Certainly we can do this and we are doing it.  Why would I call 
upon an angel when I have all of you?  Why trouble an archangel when we have been given the 
power to win this war through the Lamb who is seated on the throne? 
 


